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BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
The present Invention relates to a new and distinct cultivar of 
Loropetalum plant, botanically known as Loropetalum chinensis, and 
hereinafter referred to by the name 'Bill Wallace'. 

The new Loropetalum is a naturally-occurring branch mutation 
of the Loropetalum chinensis cultivar Burgundy, not patented. The 
new Loropetalum was discovered and selected by the Inventor from 
within a large population of plants of the cultivar Burgundy in a 
controlled environment in Semmes, Alabama in 1996. 

Asexual reproduction of the new cultivar by cuttings taken at 
Semmes, Alabama, since July, 1999, has shown that the unique 
features of this new Loropetalum are stable and reproduced true to 
type in successive generations of asexual reproduction. 
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SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 
The following traits have been repeatedly observed and are 
determined to be the unique characteristics of 'Bill Wallace'. These 
characteristics in combination distinguish 'Bill Wallace' as a new and 
distinct cultivar: 

1 . Outwardly spreading and procumbent plant habit. 

2. Short intemodes, dense and bushy growth habit. 

3. Relatively small leaves. 

4. Dark reddish green-colored leaves. 

In side-by-side comparisons conducted in Moncks Comer, 
South Carolina, plants of the new Loropetalum differed from plants of 
the cultivar Burgundy in the following characteristics: 

1. Plants of the new Loropetalum were outwardly spreading 
and procumbent in habit whereas plants of the cultivar 
Burgundy were much taller and upright. 

2. Plants of the new Loropetalum had shorter internodes 
and were denser and bushier than plants of the cultivar 
Burgundy. 
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The new Loropetalum can be compared to the cultivar, 
Zhuzhou Fuchsia, not patented. However, in side-by-side 
comparisons conducted in Moncks Comer, South Carolina, plants of 
the new Loropetalum differed from plants of the cultivar Zhuzhou 
Fuchsia in the following characteristics: 

1. Plants of the new Loropetalum were outwardly spreading 
and procumbent in habit whereas plants of the cultivar 
Zhuzhou Fuchsia were much taller and upright. 

2. Plants of the new Loropetalum had shorter intemodes 
and were denser and bushier than plants of the cultivar 
Zhuzhou Fuchsia. 

3. Plants of the new Loropetalum had smaller and narrower 
leaves than plants of the cultivar Zhuzhou Fuchsia. 

4. Plants of the new Loropetalum had reddish green-colored 
leaves whereas plants of the cultivar Zhuzhou Fuchsia 
had dark purple-colored leaves. 

The new Loropetalum can also be compared to the cultivar. 
Ruby, not patented. However, in side-by-side comparisons conducted 
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in Moncks Comer, South Carolina, plants of the new Loropetalum 
differed from plants of the cultivar Ruby in the following 
chsiracteristics: 

1. Plants of the new Loropetalum were outwardly spreading 
and procumbent in habit whereas plants of the cultivar 
Ruby were taller and upright. 

2. Plants of the new Loropetalum had shorter intemodes 
and were denser and bushier than plants of the cultivar 
Ruby. 

3. Plants of the new Loropetalum had smaller and narrower 
leaves than plants of the cultivar Ruby. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PHOTOGRAPHS 
The accompanying colored photograph illustrates the overall 
appearance of the new cultivar, showing the colors as true as it is 
reasonably possible to obtain in colored reproductions of this type. 
Colors in the photograph may differ slightly from the color values 
cited in the detailed botanical description which accurately describe 
the colors of the new Loropetalum. The photograph comprises a side 
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perspective view of a typical plant of 'Bill Wallace' grown in a 
container, 

DETAILED BOTANICAL DESCRIPTION 
In the following description, color references are made to the 
5 Royal Horticultural Society Colour Chart, 1995 Edition, except where 
general terms of ordinary dictionary significance are used. Plants 
grown in three-gallon containers were used for the aforementioned 
photograph and following description. Plants were about three years 
from planting rooted cuttings. Plants were grown under conditions 
10 which closely approximate commercial production conditions during 
the summer in Moncks Comer, South Carolina in an outdoor nursery. 
During the production period, day temperatures ranged from about 28 
to 35°C and night temperatures ranged from about 24 to 28°C. 
BOTANICAL CLASSIFICATION: 
15 Loropetalum chinensis cultivar Bill Wallace. 

PARENTAGE: 

Naturally-occurring branch mutation of Loropetalum chinensis 
cultivar Burgundy, not patented. 
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PROPAGATION: 

Type cutting: Vegetative cuttings. 

Time to initiate roots, summer: About 15 days at 29°C. 

Time to initiate roots, winter: About 35 days at 18°C. 

Time to produce a rooted young plant, summer: About six 

months at 29°C. 

Time to produce a rooted young plant, winter: About eight 
months at 18°C. 

Root description: Freely branching; dark red in color. 
PLANT DESCRIPTION: 

General appearance: Outwardly spreading and procumbent 
plant habit. 

Growth and branching habit: Freely branching. Pinching, that 

is, removal of the terminal apices, enhMices branching with 

lateral branches potentially forming at every node. Moderately 

vigorous growth habit; moderate growth rate. 

Plant height: About 23 cm. 

Plant diameter or spread: About 63 cm. 
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Lateral branch description: 
Length: About 27 cm. 
Diameter: About 2.5 mm. 
Intemode length: About L8 cm. 

Texture: Young stems, pubescent and scaly; older stems, 
woody. 

Color: Young stems, close to 175 A; older stems, close to 
200D. 
Foliage description: 

Arrangement: Altemate, simple. 

Length: About 2.8 cm. 

Width: About L 5 cm. 

Shape: Elliptical. 

Apex: Acute. 

Base: Narrowly oblique. 

Margin: Entire. 

Texture, upper and lower surfaces: Pubescent; coarse. 
Venation pattem: Pinnate. 
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Color: . 

Developing and fully expanded foliage, upper 
surface: Much darker green than 147A overlain 
with close to 187A; venation, similar to lamina. 
5 Developing and fully expanded foliage, lower 

surface: Slightly lighter than 189 A underlain with 
close to 187A; venation, close to 186A. 
Petiole: 

Length: About 4 mm. 
10 Diameter: About 1 mm. 

Texture, upper and lower surfaces: Pubescent. 
Color, upper and lower surfaces: 146 A. 
FLOWER DESCRIPTION: 

Flower development has not been observed on plants to date. 
1 5 DISEASE/PEST RESISTANCE: 

Plants of the new Loropetalum have not been observed to be 
resistant to pathogens and pests common to Loropetalum. 
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WEATHER TOLERANCE: 

Plants of the new Loropetalum have been observed to be 
tolerant to wind, rain and temperatures ranging from -10 to 
39°C. 



